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for inspection by representatives of 
USDA. 

§ 782.25 Length of time records are to 
be kept. 

The records required to be kept under 
this part shall be retained for 3 years 
following the filing date of the applica-
ble record. Records shall be kept for 
such longer period of time as may be 
requested in writing by USDA rep-
resentatives. 
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§ 783.1 Applicability. 
This part governs and provides the 

requirements and authorities for ad-
ministration of the Tree Assistance 
Program (TAP) of the Farm Service 
Agency. This program shall operate 
only to the extent funds are appro-
priated for this program. Payments 
will be limited to lost eligible trees, 
bushes or vines, and all claims are sub-
ject to the availability of funds. 

§ 783.2 Administration. 
(a) The program will be administered 

under the general supervision and di-
rection of the Administrator, Farm 
Service Agency (FSA), and the Deputy 
Administrator for Farm Programs, 
FSA. In the field, the regulations in 
this part will be administered by the 
FSA State and county committees. 

(b) State and county committees, and 
representatives and their employees, 
do not have authority to modify or 
waive any of the provisions of the regu-
lations of this part. 

(c) The State committee shall take 
any action required by the regulations 
of this part that the county committee 

has not taken. The State committee 
shall also: 

(1) Correct, or require a county com-
mittee to correct any action taken by 
such county committee that is not in 
accordance with the regulations of this 
part; or 

(2) Require a county committee to 
withhold taking any action that is not 
in accordance with this part. 

(d) No provision or delegation to a 
State or county committee shall pre-
clude the Deputy Administrator, FSA, 
or a designee, from determining any 
question arising under the program or 
from reversing or modifying any deter-
mination made by a State or county 
committee. 

(e) The Deputy Administrator may 
authorize State and county commit-
tees to waive or modify deadlines, ex-
cept statutory deadlines, and other 
non-statutory requirements in cases 
where lateness or failure to meet such 
other requirements does not adversely 
affect operation of the program. 

(f) Data furnished by the applicants 
will be used to determine eligibility for 
program benefits. Although participa-
tion in TAP is voluntary, program ben-
efits will not be provided unless the 
participant furnishes all requested 
data. 

§ 783.3 Definitions. 

(a) The definitions in part 718 of this 
chapter apply to TAP except when they 
conflict with paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion. 

(b) The following definitions apply to 
TAP: 

Cutting means a vine, which was 
planted in the ground for commercial 
production of grapes, kiwi fruit, or pas-
sion fruit or similar fruit as approved 
by the Deputy Administrator. 

County office means the FSA or 
USDA Service Center that is respon-
sible for servicing the farm on which 
the trees, bushes or vines are located. 

Deputy Administrator means the Dep-
uty Administrator for Farm Programs, 
FSA, or a designee. 

Eligible bush means, a low, branching, 
woody plant from which an annual 
fruit or vegetable crop is produced for 
commercial purposes, such as a blue-
berry bush. 
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